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Is God Real? 
 

Part II - Are Atheists’ and Gnostics beliefs Right or Wrong? 
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Two Worlds...Colliding? 
In the study, the no-faith segment was defined as anyone who openly identified 
themselves as an atheist, an agnostic, or who specifically said they have "no 
faith." In total, this group represents a surprisingly small slice of the adult 
population, about one out of every 11 Americans (9%). However, in a nation of 
more than 220 million adults, that comprises roughly 20 million people. 
 
Interestingly, only about five million adults unequivocally use the label "atheist" 
and, when asked to describe the nature of God, staunchly reject the existence of 
such a being. In other words, most of those who align with the no-faith viewpoint 
harbor doubts as to the existence or nature of a supreme deity but do not express 
outright rejection of God.  © The Barna Group, Ltd, 2009 
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Yale law professor Stephen Carter: 
"When I use the word 'tolerance' I have in mind its traditional sense. 
We have a kind of casual and somewhat sloppy modern sense of the 
word that drains it of interesting moral content.  
 
This sloppy use of 'tolerance' is the one in which we say that, if you 
criticize my behavior or my ideas, you are being intolerant of me. In 
the old days, this was called 'disagreement,' and that is what we 
should call it today. 
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